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Cherished Friend, Colleague, and Mentor 

 

Dr. Don Renchie was held in the highest regard by the membership of the American 
Association of Pesticide Safety Educators (AAPSE). He had a long record of leadership 
as an extension educator, earning the respect and admiration of learners and 
colleagues for his passion, expertise, professionalism, and dedication to our discipline. 
His influence extended well beyond the borders of his home state. 
 
Don’s contributions to AAPSE and his leadership and mentorship within the Southern 
Region of state Pesticide Safety Education Programs (PSEPs), combined with his drive, 
helped transform pesticide safety education nationally, improving certification standards 
and outcomes. He will be remembered as an especially articulate voice at the state, 
regional, national and international levels, advocating for the advancement of pesticide 
safety education. Don was the exemplar of a pesticide safety educator. 
 
Professional Life 

 

Dr. Don Renchie was a fifth generation native of Bryan, Texas. He grew up participating 
in Brazos County 4-H programs, joining in on broiler projects and contributing to the rifle 
and public speaking teams at the county and district levels. During his high school 
years, Don was also active in the ‘Upward Bound” and “Junior Air Force ROTC” 
programs. 
 
After high school, Don attended Prairie View A&M University, where he received his B.S 
in Animal Science and M.S. in Agricultural Education. He received his Ph.D. in 
Agricultural Education from Texas A&M University in 1998.  
 
From 1984 until 1993, Don worked in the agricultural chemical supply industry and as 
the Pesticide Registration Coordinator for the Texas Department of Agriculture. In 1993, 
Don joined the Agricultural and Environmental Safety Unit (AESU) at Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension as an Urban Pesticide Applicator Trainer. In 1999 he became 
Coordinator of the Pesticide Safety Education Program, AESU. Don was named 
Program Leader heading up the AESU and was promoted to Extension Specialist in 
2003. In 2019 he achieved the rank of Full Professor with Texas A&M University. 
 
Noteworthy among his many professional accomplishments, Don co-founded the 
Southwestern Technical Resource Center for Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in 
Schools and Day Care Facilities in 2001, one of two such centers in the U.S. funded by 
the EPA. And in 2018, Don coordinated with AgriLife Extension to initiate a statewide 
pesticide collection program to provide producers with hazardous chemical disposal 
options. 
 
Don was active in many professional associations. In addition to AAPSE, he held 
membership in the Texas Agricultural Lifetime Leadership Program (TALL); the Texas 
Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO; the Texas Vegetation Management Association 
(TVMA); the Texas Pest Control Association; the Texas Farm Bureau; and Gama Sigma 
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Delta International Honor Society of Agriculture. He was also an Executive Board 
Member of the Brazos Valley Fair & Rodeo and sat on several Boards relating to youth 
development. 
 
Don received numerous honors during his career. Almost too numerous to mention, and 
not surprisingly, the majority revolved around service, including: 
• Regents Fellow Service Award, Texas A&M University System, Board of Regents, 

2019 
• Superior Service Award, Team Award, EPA’s Proposed Pesticide Safety Regulations, 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 2018 
• Certificate of Appreciation, Texas Small Farmers & Ranchers Community Based 

Organization Region 2, 2015 
• Superior Service Award, Team Award, Texas School IPM, Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service, 2015 
• Superior Service Award, Team Award, HEB Produce Safety Training Course for 

Producers and Suppliers, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 2013 
• International IPM Award of Excellence, Integrated Pest Management, US EPA, 
• Service Award for Leadership in Pesticide Safety Education, Texas Pest Control 

Association, 2008 
• Pesticide Stewardship Program Award, US Environmental Protection Agency, 2005 
• Superior Service Award, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 2005 
• Certificate of Excellence, for youth development and leadership training efforts. 

Brenham Independent School District, 2004 
 
Finally, Don’s outreach to his extension clientele was nothing short of amazing. He 
delivered more than 300 presentations to AgriLife Extension county agents, specialists, 
and industry members, reaching over 24,000 people. And he authored, co-authored, 
and served as managing editor on more than 109 journal articles, curricula, online 
courses, fact sheets, newsletter articles, videos, and television appearances. 
 
Our Association 

 
Don was an active member of AAPSE after becoming the PSEP Coordinator at Texas 
A&M. Special mention is due regarding Don's commitment to going out of his way to 
make AAPSE a welcoming place for those folks just starting out in pesticide safety 
education or who were new to our organization. It was a constant theme in everything 
he did for AAPSE. Don made everyone feel welcome. By taking the time to make each 
person feel important as an individual AAPSE member, he showed us all how to bring 
value to our organization. In this way, he left a lasting impression on all of us, 
strengthening our commitment to AAPSE, and so strengthening AAPSE over the years. 
 
Formally, Don served our organization in various capacities, most notably having been 
elected on two separate occasions as a Southern Region representative to the AAPSE 
Board of Directors and for six years on the Executive Committee (EC) as President-
Elect, President, and Immediate Past President. As President, Don demonstrated his 
commitment to maintaining AAPSE’s forward momentum by adopting and adapting the 
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goals of his EC predecessors. This was especially evident with respect to his attention 
to program planning for AAPSE’s new national educational meetings and growing the 
membership under recently revised bylaws. Don’s direct, decisive leadership style was 
a benefit to the organization. His was a no-nonsense approach where expectations got 
set and met. Don’s overall management of the EC during his term as President was 
deeply appreciated by all. He was genuinely inclusive and always sought the opinion of 
everyone on the EC when problems, challenges, or opportunities presented 
themselves. His openness was a hallmark of his presidency. 
 
We will miss him. But Don’s wisdom, his wit, and his expressive delivery will be 
remembered. 
 
“I am certain that those of us who knew Don will miss his presence, companionship, and 
wisdom.” 

Sherm Takatori 
 
“I shall miss him. He was a gentleman in the tradition of his beloved state, Texas.” 

Andrew Thostenson 
 
“I am heartbroken. He made me feel welcome when I started my career in PSEP with 
Clemson. He gave advice and was a mentor to all. He will be greatly missed.” 

Katie Moore 
 
“He was a strong supporter of AAPSE and worked hard to bring new faces to our 
association. He was a leader in his community, as well as a loving family man and a 
doting father and grandfather. Don will be sorely missed.” 

Ples Spradley 
 
“Don will be greatly missed. He was a great person and educator.” 

John Scott 
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