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COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Join an AAPSE Committee! Looking for a way to give back to your professional 
community, expand your network, and directly impact pesticide safety education and 
our organization? AAPSE needs your unique voice and expertise! Whether you are 
passionate about professional development, communications, or policy, there is a 
committee that fits your skills and schedule.

Shape the Future of Pesticide Safety- Join an AAPSE Committee!

Unwind After the Conference: 
Door County Wine, Cheese, & Coastal Tour!

The Highlights

OPTIONAL TOURS

Don't just watch our field evolve—help lead it. Attend a 
committee meeting Wednesday morning 7:00 AM-8:15 AM 
(see agendas for committee meeting locations) or speak with 
a member of the Executive Committee for more information!

Ready to trade the conference room for a scenic coastal view? Join us for an exclusive 
post-conference getaway exploring the very best flavors and sights of Wisconsin’s 
legendary Door County. Sip award-winning wines, savor fresh artisanal cheeses, and
watch the sun set over Lake Michigan.

• Wine Flight: Sip cold-hardy, award-winning wines 
at Parallel 44 Vineyard & Winery—located on the 
exact same latitude as Bordeaux!

• Artisanal Cheese: Taste famous, squeaky-fresh 
Wisconsin cheese curds and aged cheddars at 
Renard’s Cheese.

• Gourmet Treats: Grab hand-dipped truffles and 
chocolate-covered cherries at Door County 
Chocolate Design.

• Waterfront Dinner: End the night with epic views, 
fresh pizza, pasta, and  hyper-local craft brews at 
Sonny’s Italian Kitchen & Pizzeria.

All-Inclusive Perks for Only $60!
Your ticket includes round-trip 
transportation from the Hyatt 
Regency Green Bay, a box lunch, 
and your wine flight at Parallel 44. 

(Note: Personal purchases and 
dinner costs at Sonny's are not 
included).

Meet in Lobby at 1pm July 30, 
grab your lunch and depart!. 
Return to hotel 8:30pm.



OPTIONAL TOURS
Join us for an exclusive tour of Bell Laboratorie's U.S. manufacturing facility in Windsor, 
Wisconsin. This unique opportunity offers an inside look at how innovative rodent 
control products are designed, manufactured, and prepared for distribution throughout 
the United States and around the world.

During the tour, attendees will see firsthand how Bell combines manufacturing 
excellence, research and development, and technology-driven solutions to advance the 
science of rodent control. From product innovation to production, you will gain valuable 
insight into the people, processes, and technologies behind some of the industry's most 
trusted rodent management solutions. 

The tour concludes with a complimentary dinner at Great Dane Pub & Brewing Co. in 
Madison, generously hosted by Bell Laboratories.

Registration is limited to 20 participants. For additional information, please contact Faye 
Golden at faye.golden@cookspest.com.

Bell Labs Tour

Kick Off the Conference at the Welcome Reception!
WELCOME RECEPTION

Where: Riverview 2
When: Monday Evening, 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Unwind from your travels and kick off the conference in style! Join us Monday evening 
for an unforgettable welcome reception packed with great food, drinks, and live 
entertainment.

Here is what we have lined up for you:
• Hammerschlagen: Try your hand at this legendary, fast-paced Midwestern game—

nailing it has never been so much fun!
• A Taste of Wisconsin: Cool down with a classic Wisconsin Frozen Grasshopper 

cocktail, a sweet local favorite.
• Drinks on Us: Each attendee will receive 2 drink tickets at the door to get the 

evening flowing, alongside a delicious spread of food.

Come mingle, network, and test your hammer skills. We can’t wait to welcome you!



CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESSDAY 1 - Monday July 27, 2026 

RECIPE FOR GROWTH:

4:30 PM Registration Table Open Riverview 1

4:30 PM - 9:00 PM Sponsor Lounge Open Riverview 3

4:30 PM - 9:00 PM Vendor Set-up Foyer

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Board Meeting Board Room

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Welcome Reception - 
featuring: Kayla Daniels Riverview 2

8:30 PM - 10:00 PM Hospitality Room Designated Suite

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM BREAKFAST - Provided Riverview 2

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Registration Table Open Riverview 1

8:00 AM - 8:10 AM Welcome/Housekeeping
Jolene Warnke

Grand Ballroom F/G

8:10 AM- 8:20 AM President Welcome
Sherman Takatori

8:20 AM - 8:40 AM

Welcome Guest Speaker
 Patrick Robinson, Associate Dean of 

Agriculture, Natural Resources & 
Community Development for 

UW-Madison Extension

8:40 AM - 9:35 AM
Keynote Speaker 

Annie Jones- Professor, University of 
Wisconsin Madison

9:35 AM - 9:45 AM Sponsors Introductions
Faye Golden

DAY 2 - Tuesday July 28, 2026 

JOIN US FOR 
TRIVIA 
NIGHT

Wednesday 
Starts at 7:30 PM

Make a team or join a team
Grand Ballroom F/G



CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESSDAY 2 - Tuesday July 28, 2026 

RECIPE FOR GROWTH:

9:45 AM - 10:00 AM BREAK

Grand 
Ballroom F/G

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
EPA Updates

Kyle Kunkler- Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention, US 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Ag Chemical Recycling Council Program and Triple 

Rinse Demo
Leigh O'Neill, ACRC and Jolene Warnke, UMN 

Extension PSEE

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Real Cases, Real Data: A Poison Center 

Perspective on Pesticide Safety Education
Ashley Brown and Abby Nordaune, SafetyCall

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM LUNCH- Provided

1:15 PM - 2:00 PM
Peer Review and You: The Journal of Pesticide 

Safety Education
Andrew Martin, Office of The Indiana State Chemist

2:00 PM - 3:20 PM Sponsor Olympics
Beth Gervais, Country Enterprises

3:20 PM - 3:30 PM BREAK

3:30 PM - 4:15 PM

Defense Against Tick Bites:  Research Insights 
from the Midwest Center of Excellence for 

Vector-Borne Disease.  
Dr. Lyric Bartholomay, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison

4:15 PM - 4:45 PM Publication, Printing, E-resources Support
Bill Gleason, Gleason's Printing

4:45 PM- 5:00 PM Housekeeping and Wednesday Agenda Reminders

5:00 PM Dinner on your own

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Sponsor Dinner 
(Invitations only) O�site

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Hospitality Room Open
Designated 
Suite



CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESS

DAY 3 - Wednesday July 29, 2026 
RECIPE FOR GROWTH:

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM BREAKFAST - Provided Riverview 2

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM
Committee Meetings 

(Grab Breakfast and go to 
designated room)

Locations will be 
announced

8:20 AM - 9:00 AM
Make and Take Session

Beth Thomas, Frannie Miller, 
and Jolene Warnke

Grand Ballroom F/G

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM Load buses for Pest Tour Grand Ballroom F/G

9:15 AM - 9:30 AM Bus leaves for and arrives at the 
Green Bay Botanical Garden Offsite

9:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Garden Tours and Guest 

Speakers
LUNCH Provided

Green Bay 
Botanical Garden

2:00 PM Load buses to return to hotel Green Bay 
Botanical Garden

2:45 PM - 5:00 PM Membership Meeting Grand Ballroom F/G

5:00 PM Adjourn - Dinner on your own

3:00 PM - 8:00 PM Downtown Farmer's Market 
Open Offsite

7:30 PM Team Trivia Challenge 
Extraordinaire Grand Ballroom F/G

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Hospitality Room Open Designated Suite



Come prepared to spend the morning 
outside split between a guided walking 
tour, discussion on purple loosestrife 
biocontrol, and presentation of drone 
technologies. The afternoon session will 
be held indoors. 

PEST QUEST
This year’s Pest Quest to the Green 
Bay Botanical Garden will explore 
horticulture and IPM practices, Tribal 
cooperative invasive weed projects, 
county-level invasive species 
management, and drone application 
technology. To view more, visit 
https://www.gbbg.org/

About half of the Garden has paved 
walkways and the other half is mulched. 
Wear sturdy, comfortable shoes and 
dress for the weather. Late July 
temperatures can be warm and humid. 
Be prepared with light, breathable 
clothing or layers. Don’t forget to pack 
your hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, and 
water bottle! Photography is permitted, 
so bring along your camera or 
smartphone to capture special 
moments. Lunch will be provided.

Wheelchairs and electric scooters are 
free to use on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Please contact Laura 
Flandermeyer if you are interested in 
these mobility options.

email: laura.flandermeyer@wisc.edu CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESS



CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESS

DAY 4 - Thursday July 30, 2026 
RECIPE FOR GROWTH:

7:00 AM - 8:15 AM BREAKFAST - Provided

Grand Ballroom F/G

7:40 AM - 8:15 AM AAPSE Awards Presentation

8:15 AM - 9:45 AM BREAK

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM

Rodenticides: Task Force, AI, and 
Applicator Use

Staci Johnston, EcoLab and Alex 
Blahnik, LiphaTech

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM

Restricted Use Pesticides from an 
Agency and Dealer Perspective

Otto Oemig, WDATCP, and  Ethan 
Olson, T H Agri-Chemical  

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM SNACK BREAK

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

NASDA Update: State 
Departments of Agriculture and 

Pesticide Regulations
Patrick Wade, NASDA (virtual call)

11:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Defining Sustainability in the Pest 

Management Industry
Kim Kelley-Tunis

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM Closing Remarks
Brett Bultemeier, President

12:00 PM Meeting Adjourn

1:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Optional Tour : Explore Door 

County- Coastal Wine, Cheese, 
and Chocolate Tour (Extra Fee)

O�site

12:15 PM - 8:30 PM Optional Tour : Bell Labs Tour Madison, WI
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Annie Jones, PhD, is a Professor, Organization Development and 
Tribal Nations Specialist with the University of Wisconsin Madison. 
Her research interests include Community Engaged Research 
where she works hand-in-hand with Indigenous, sovereign nations 
and Tribal members to develop sustainable solutions for issues 
that they identify. 

Her approach is to lead from culture, rather than adapting 
materials to be culturally relevant. Through this approach, 
community researchers utilize their own socio-cultural 
frameworks rather than adapting to western approaches, resulting 
in researchers knowing that their cultural frameworks are valid 
and valued, and further, the sustainability of significant cultural 
teachings and methodologies.

Key Note Speaker

SPEAKER BIOS

Annie Jones, Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Patrick Robinson, Associate Dean, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Patrick Robinson is the associate dean for Agriculture, Natural Resources, and 
Community Development with the University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of 
Extension. Patrick has also worked as a program director, center director, statewide 
specialist, and regional educator during his time with Extension. 

Additionally, he has experience managing an ecological services unit for a private 
consulting firm and as a senior conservation biologist for a state agency. Over the 
span of his career, Patrick has been involved with research, education, and 
management related to a diversity of natural resource topics, including within 
agricultural landscapes. Patrick has a Ph.D. in environment and resources from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Welcome Speaker



Kyle Kunkler, Office of Pesticide Programs, Environmental Protection Agency
Kyle Kunkler joined EPA in June 2025 as Deputy Assistant Administrator for Pesticides in the 
Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention. Kyle most recently served as Senior 
Director of Government Affairs with the American Soybean Association (ASA), where he 
managed pesticide, biotechnology, and other policy areas since February 2020. Prior to his 
time with ASA, Kyle spent three years with the Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) 
overseeing federal government affairs on food, agricultural, energy, and environmental 
policy. Kyle also previously served on Capitol Hill managing agriculture, environment, and 
other policy issues in the U.S. House of Representatives. Kyle is a native of Eastern 
Washington State. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Economy from the College of 
Idaho.

SPEAKER BIOS

Leigh O'Neill, Recycling End Use Manager, Ag Container Recycling Council (ACRC)
Leigh O’Neill has been with the Ag Container Recycling Council (ACRC) since May 2021. In this 
role, she is dedicated to advancing sustainability by identifying innovative end-uses for 
recycled plastics and partnering with manufacturers to enhance ACRC’s recycling program. 
Leigh’s commitment to sustainability was further solidified during her nearly eight-year 
tenure as a Professional Formulator at Land O’Lakes – Purina, where she earned an MBA with 
an emphasis in Sustainability and Risk Management from the University of St. Thomas in 
Minneapolis, MN. She also holds a B.S. in Animal Science from the University of Minnesota. 
Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her partner, Jake, and their two dogs, Jax 
and Zane, in their hometown of Jordan, MN. Additionally, she loves pouring sparkling wine 
at Mousse Sparkling Wine, a women-owned wine bar in downtown Jordan, MN, which aligns 
with her values of supporting local and sustainable businesses.

CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESS

Patrick Wade, Directory of Public Policy, NASDA
Patrick Wade joined NASDA in November 2024 as Director of Public Policy. In this role, he 
leads Plant Agriculture & Pesticides and Rural Development & Financial Security policy issues 
on behalf of the secretaries, commissioners, and directors of agriculture in all fifty states and 
four U.S. territories. In 43 states and the territory of Puerto Rico, the state departments of 
agriculture are co-regulators with EPA on pesticide regulations. Patrick previously served as 
Policy Director for Texas Grain Sorghum Producers, where he led the trade association’s policy 
development and state government affairs efforts. Patrick earned bachelor’s degrees in 
Economics and Government from the University of Texas at Austin. He currently lives in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



Bill Gleason, President and Owner, Gleason Printing
Bill is the third generation family owner of Gleason Printing. A passionate critical thinker, 
Bill is a lifelong learner who is always looking for new opportunities to expand his 
understanding of business and the print industry. Born and raised in the southwest 
suburbs of Minneapolis, he is an avid skier and hockey player. When he’s relaxing you can 
find him concocting new homebrews. Bill will do whatever it takes to make your project 
happen!

Andrew Martin, Assessment Specialist, The Office of Indiana State Chemists
Drew Martin began his career in pesticide applicator certification and training with 
Purdue Pesticide Programs (Indiana’s PSEP) where he served as a Curriculum 
Development Specialist. In that capacity he was responsible for initial (pre-certification) 
training, including classroom instruction and manual development for commercial 
applicators. He is currently with the Office of Indiana State Chemist (Indiana’s SLA), as an 
Assessment Specialist, providing technical support for Indiana’s pesticide applicator 
certification test construction projects.

SPEAKER BIOS

Lyric  Bartholomay, Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Dr. Lyric Bartholomay is a Professor in the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and one of the Directors of the Midwest Center of Excellence for 
Vector-Borne Disease.  She is a medical entomologist who conducts research to 
understand how to best control mosquitoes and ticks, and thereby prevent mosquito- 
and tick-borne diseases like West Nile and Lyme Disease. 

Staci Jo Johnston, Senior Regulatory Affairs Manager, Ecolab
Staci Jo Johnston is the Sr. Regulatory Affairs Manager for Ecolab Inc, supporting the Pest 
businesses. She manages service compliance, environmental permitting (as it relates to 
Pest Management), industry relations, and government agency relations for North 
America (US and Canada). She has been in the industry for 19 years, all of them with 
Ecolab. Staci holds a BS in Environmental Studies, and a MAS in applied sciences with an 
emphasis in Natural Resource Sciences. She is a board certified Urban/Industry 
Entomologist, and Medical/Veterinary Entomologist. She was a Pest President for the 
Minnesota Pest Management Association and was a Board member of the National Pest 
Management Association. Staci is a big fan of hiking, traveling, and finding rare carousels 
throughout the US. 

CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
AND BREWING SUCCESS



Ethan Olson , Agronomy Advisor, T H Agri-chemicals Inc.
Ethan Olson has worked in the agricultural retail distribution industry for the past 15 years. 
For the last seven years, he has been with T H Agri-chemicals Inc. in Plainfield, Wisconsin, 
where he works in procurement, pricing, and sales. In his role, Ethan has the opportunity to 
work with a diverse group of customers and a wide variety of crops. Ethan earned a 
bachelor's degree in Agribusiness, with a minor in Soil and Crop Science, from the University 
of Wisconsin–Platteville. He currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Associate 
Division of the Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers Association. Through this role, he is 
committed to supporting Wisconsin's potato and vegetable industry while building strong 
partnerships across the agricultural community. Outside of work, Ethan enjoys spending 
time with his family, his wife, Bridget, and their twins, Lincoln and Lennon.

Otto Oemig, Special Pesticide Registration Protection Manager, WDA
Otto Oemig has been with the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade  and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP) for over 10 years. Otto worked as the Special Pesticide registration 
Program manager before moving into his  current position as the Pesticide Programs Unit 
Supervisor in 2017. Otto oversees pesticide registration, pesticide special registration, Clean 
Sweep grant program, WPS, and the pesticide certification and licensing programs. Otto grew 
up on a small dairy farm in Wisconsin and worked at a crop scout at a local cooperative 
through high school and college. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Agronomy from 
the University of Wisconsin – Madison. After college he worked as a crop consultant on a 
number of specialty and row crops before joining DATCP. 

Alex Blahnik, Technical and Sales Representative, LipaTech
With over twenty-five years of pest management experience, Alex Blahnik began his career in 
local roles as a technician and service manager.  Since then, he has served in regional and 
national roles in field training, fumigation, thermal remediation, and regulatory & 
compliance. During that time, he wrote several trade-published articles, became an Associate 
Certified Entomologist (ACE), a LEED Green Associate, and a Preventive Controls Qualified 
Individual (PCQI), and earned his master's in organizational leadership (MOL). Today he is a 
technical & sales representative for LiphaTech, an innovative pest management company.  At 
LiphaTech, he provides a regional support in the field and classroom to help clients 
successfully manage pest populations.

SPEAKER BIOS

CULTIVATING, CRAFTING, 
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Kim Kelley-Tunis, Vice President of Regulatory and Technical Services, Nisus Corp
Kim Kelley-Tunis is the Vice President, Regulatory and Technical Services for Nisus 
Corporation, a materials manufacturer based in Rockford, TN. Kim has worked in operational 
positions at McCloud Services, Rollins and Terminix, accruing over 35 years of experience in the 
pest management industry. She is both an Associate and Board-Certified Entomologist, is a 
Preventative Controls Qualified Individual (PCQI), and has authored over 30 scientific papers 
related to insect pest biology, behavior and control. 



Abby Nordaune, Regulatory Manager, SafetyCall
Abby Nordaune is a Regulatory Manager overseeing adverse event reporting and client 
compliance for postmarket surveillance. She brings 14.5 years of experience across the full 
adverse event reporting pathway, from frontline call management to incident assessment 
and regulatory oversight. Abby holds a BA in International Studies and Spanish from 
Valparaiso University and an MA in Public Policy and Leadership from the University of St. 
Thomas. She has also been a licensed EMT since 2010, giving her a practical, hands-on 
emergency response perspective on adverse event intake, assessment, and reporting.

Ashley Brown, Manager of Clinical Toxicology, SafetyCall
Dr. Ashley Brown brings a unique combination of clinical expertise and industry knowledge 
to pesticide safety stewardship. As the Manager of Clinical Toxicology and a Senior Clinical 
Toxicologist at SafetyCall International, Dr. Brown has spent 15 years helping manufacturers 
implement effective post-market surveillance systems that protect both people and animals 
while supporting regulatory compliance and brand protection. In addition to her industry 
role, Dr. Brown serves as a Clinical Professor at the University of Minnesota College of 
Pharmacy, where she trains the next generation of pharmacists and toxicologists. She earned 
her Doctor of Pharmacy from the University of Minnesota and completed a specialized joint 
post-doctoral residency in Clinical Toxicology with Regions Hospital, SafetyCall International, 
and the University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy. As a Senior Clinical Toxicologist in 
Poison Control, Dr. Brown practices at the intersection of clinical toxicology, pharmacology, 
poison control, and product safety—making her uniquely qualified to speak on the role of 
industry poison control centers in pesticide stewardship.

SPEAKER BIOS
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SHOUT OUT TO THE 2026 PLANNING COMMITTEE

As a member-driven organization, our success relies entirely on the dedication of members 
who step up and volunteer—generously giving their time above and beyond their daily 

professional commitments. This active participation is invaluable; it creates a meaningful 
impact and builds the very cohesion that defines our community.

Please extend your thanks to everyone who contributed their time, energy, and expertise 
to making this year’s conference a resounding success! If you are interested in joining the 

2027 planning committee, please contact Jolene Warnke- jwarnke@umn.edu

• Committee Chair- Jolene Warnke
• Sponsorship Coordinator- Faye Golden

• Registration- Sharon Gripp
• Registration/ Webmaster- Sarah Kingsley-Richards

• Wisconsin PSEP Hosts- Jordan Kampa and Laura Flandermeyer
• Executive Committee- Sherman Takatori, Gene Merkl, Brett Bultemeier, Sonja Thomas, Stephen 

Vantassel, Frannie Miller
• Sponsor Olympics Coordinator- Beth Gervais

• Program and Graphics- Down Jocson
• Planning- Stephen Robertson, Srikanth Kodati, Tira Aldeman, Beth Thomas, Lori Leaf,  Ali Ikner





• Things To Do: www.greenbay.com/things-to-do/
• Where to Eat: www.greenbay.com/restaurants/
• Events: www.greenbay.com/events/
• Plan Your Visit: https://www.greenbay.com/plan-your-visit/

W e b s i t e :  g r e e n b a y . c o m

DISCOVER  
GREEN BAY: 
BEYOND 
LEGENDARY



NEED TO KNOW 
FOR YOUR 
STAY:

Parking Instructions
If you are staying at Hyatt Regency you may
take advantage of our hotel surface lot. For
guests booked in the AAPSE sleeping room
block parking is $6.00 per night and will be
billed to your sleeping room. The entrance is
off Madison Street. Alternative parking
available in covered ramp connected to the
Convention Center via skywalk at $1.25 /hour
Monday through Friday 6 AM to 6 PM


